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IV. REJECTION OF CLAIMS 32-33 AWD 3M9 UNDER 35 USC 102(e) AS AWnciPATED 
BY LEOPOLQ et di., US 6,352,561 . 

Claim 32 is amended herein to specify that the stent structural elements provide pfotrudino 
means for anchoring the stent to a body conduit Leopold et al. do not teach or suggest the use of 
any protruding means for anchoring such as taught by th© present Invent/oa Aoconiingly. daim 
32, and claims 33 and 36-39. all of which depend from daim 32. are not antidpated by Leopold et 
al. 



V. REJECTION OF CLAIiWS 1-7, 8.12. 13-19, 22-24 AND 35 UNDER 3S USC 103(a) AS 
UNPATENTABLE OVER LEOPOLD ei al., US 6.352,561 IN VIEW OF LAU et al., US 5,735,893. 
AND DECLARATION NECESSARY TO OVERCOi»E THE REJECTION. 

The Examiner notes that Leopold et al. is conrunonly assigned with the instant application, 
and constitutes prior art only under 35 USC 102(e). He adds that, for applications filed on or after 
November 29. 1999, this obviousness rejection may be overcome by showing that the subject 
matter of the reference and the daimed invention, were, at the time the Invention was made, 
owned by the same person or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same person (per 
iViPEP 706.02(I)(1) and 7O6.O20)(2)). The present application was filed on Jan. 20. 2000. 

Accordingly, it is stated herein that the present apppcalion. Serial No. 09/488.229. and US 
Patent 6.352,561 to Leopold et al. . were, at the time the invention of application Serial No. 
09/488.229 was made, owned by W.L. Gore & Assodates. 



COWCLUSIQM 

The appUcants believe that their claims as amended are in good and proper form and are 
patentable over the cited art As such, the applicants respectfully request reconsideration, 
allowance of the claims and passage of the case to Issuance. 
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